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Disease has hit South 
Florida coral reefs since 
2014. The pillar is almost 
completely bleached and 
has a diseased margin on 
the bottom center. 
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Disease wastes South Florida’s corals 


Despite end of bleaching catastrophe, reefs have not recovered 


By DAVID FLESHLER | Staff writer 


A mysterious epidemic continues to sweep South 
Florida’s reefs, transforming corals into lifeless skele- 
tons and threatening undersea structures that support 
tourism, provide hurricane protection and serve as 
homes to a vast range of marine life. 

Called white plague, white blotch and other names, 
depending on the pattern of damaged or destroyed 


Palm Beach County, according to the Florida Depart- 
ment of Environmental Protection. On the reefs run- 
ning from mid-Miami-Dade County through Martin 
County, scientists have observed a 35 percent loss of 

reef-building coral. 

“The reef is in a state of emergency,” said Jennifer 
Stein, South Florida marine conservation coordinator 
for The Nature Conservancy. “It needs a lot of atten- 
tion, a lot of research, a lot of focus, especially with this 


tissue, the disease has infected more than 20 South 


Florida coral species from the Middle Keys through 


See CORAL, 19A 


Is car a deadly weapon? State’s high court hears issue 


Legal distinction could add 
up to 15 years on prison terms 


By MARC FREEMAN | Staff writer 


Can a Cadillac be used as a weapon? 

What seems like common sense — a car 
turns into a deadly weapon if used to run 
someone down — isn’t always true under 
the law in Florida. 


The state’s appellate courts are split. 

The question: Should cars be considered 
as weapons so charges of manslaughter, or 
unintentional killings, become more serious 
felonies? 

That answer likely will come from the 
Florida Supreme Court, which is expected 
to resolve the dispute. 

And it’s a significant legal distinction: 
Branding a car as a weapon can add up to 15 
years on a prison sentence. 


Debbie Poklemba of Fort Myers hopes 
the high court clarifies that cars are weap- 
ons so no other heartbroken mother has to 
endure what she has. 

Last year, a state appeals court based in 
Lakeland ruled that the Cadillac CTS that 
hit and killed Poklemba’s daughter Tia in 
2008 could not be defined as a weapon. 

That cut Luis Gonzalez’s 30-year prison 


See CAR, 19A 


Facing Fibroids and Managing Menopause 


Uterine fibroids and menopause are among the most common clinical 


conditions affecting women today, with each condition requiring a unique, 
patient-centered approach. Join Daniel Gomez, MD, OB/GYN, as he 
explains what you need to know about fibroids and the ‘change of life.’ 


Thursday, Dec. 14, 5:30-6:30 pm | Reservations Required 954-351-7804 
Dorothy Mangurian Comprehensive Women’s Center at Holy Cross HealthPlex 


HolyCrossWomensCenter.com 
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items to 
fliers? 
$562K 


By LARRY BARSZEWSKI | Staff writer 


Broward County spent about 
$562,000 to reunite travelers with their 
left-behind belongings following the Jan. 
6 shootings at Fort Lauderdale-Holly- 
wood International Airport. 

Another $270,000 was spent replacing 
carpets and ceiling tiles in Terminal 2 
after the shooter killed five people. And 
$314,700 went to a company that evaluat- 
ed how officials handled the crisis. 

Although accused gunman Esteban 
Santiago was taken into custody within 
minutes of the shootings, unsubstanti- 
ated reports more than an hour later of 
additional gunfire in other terminals led 
to panic, evacuations of all the terminals 
and the complete shutdown of the air- 
port until the following morning. 

The money paid to BMS CAT — the 
company that coordinated the returns of 
fliers’ abandoned items — amounted to 
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President Donald Trump gets a tour of 
the newly opened Mississippi Civil Rights 
Museum in Jackson, Miss. 


Trump travels to Mississippi for 
debut of civil rights museums 


President praises foot soldiers of move- 
ment; demonstrators turn out. 3A 


Battle brewing over who gets 
Charles Manson’s remains 


Several people have claimed they are 
heir to Charles Manson’s estate. 12A 


NOTE TO READERS 


Find your community news section now in 
your Parade magazine weekend package. 
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